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m TTTR CLAIMS 

Claiml (Currently Amended) A method of determining protection transmission unit allocation 
on a protection cycle on a communication network b ^ga on the protection cyc le, the method 

comprising the steps of: 

connectiog ir^rmatio n associated with flows on ftg protection cycle to all 

nodes on fo e protection cycle; 

~~ upos occunsncg of j MujIS SB the ^rotertinn cycle, determining b y each node on the 
protection cvcle. which fW are af fected h y the failurf on th* protection cycle; 
u^Maoing oonnootion iufo i mati o n o n Ui u pi otootion n y nl e ; . 

determining * y ggch node g n the, nation cycle thr protection transmission unit 
atetioa for the fl ows afibctgd hv the failure a pft* e*k > * tutu mi inn u nit nnnntio» from said 
^connection information associated with the affected flows. 

Claim 2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the connection information 
comprises A/Z information, wh,, e A represen t* the- loca tion where the flow enters the protection 
rvcle and Z repress the location whgrethe flow lraves theprotection cycle. 

Claim 3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the connection information further 
comprises connection ID information. 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the protection cycle is a ring on 
the communication network uud ****** th o * up u r oanmriwc nnn u uul i ui i IflTbnnnH nTi nn mp ri ^ 
d etermining conn e ctiono affoctod by a failuro on th e -B ag. 

Claim 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the step of oaaoooing oonneoten 
information determining the p rptegtipn transmission unit allocation is performed only after 
receipt of upon rocoiving notice of a foefailure on the ring. 

Claim 6. (Canceled) 
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Claim7 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the communication network is 
based on an optical transport technology, and wherein the step of determining a protects 
transmission unit allocation comprises determining transmission times for ±^^^^ 
according to the connection information. 

Claim 8. (Canceled) 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the protection cycle is a logical 
r^^^j^e on the communication network, and wherein the communicatton 
network is a mesh network. 

Claim 10. (Canceled) 

Claim 1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 efeia^), wherein the protection cycle 
is a ring, wherein the nodes are nodes on the ring, and wherein the connections are connections 
that are provisioned through at least two nodes on the ring. 

Claim 12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim LeW^, wherein the communication 
network is at least one of a SONET and SDH based network, wherein the protection cycle is at 
least one of a SONET ring and an SDH ring, and wherein the protection transmission unit 
allocation is a time slot on the ring. 

Claim 13. (Currently Amended) The method of claimJ_ote«»-W, wherein the protection cycle 
has a working path and a protection path, wherein connections are transmitted in time slots on 
the working path, and wherein the protection transmission units are time slots on the protection 
path. 

Claim 14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the protection cycle has two working 
paths and two protection paths, wherein time slot interchange is permitted on the working path, 
and wherein time slots are allocated on the protection path. 
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Claim 15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein extra traffic may be carried on the 
protection path, and wherein time slot interchange is permitted for the extra traffic on the 
protection path. 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended) The method of daimJj***W. wherein the commumcation 
network is a mesh network, wherein the protection cycle is a logici j restoration path on the mesh 
network. 

Claim 17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16 «. wherein the connection 
information for connections protected by the topical restoration path is disseminated to nodes on 
the logical restoration path . 

Claims 18-19. (Canceled) 

Claim 20. (Currently Amended) The node of claim 1 ek***49, wherein the control logic ic 
f u iOim u uu fifc uro d i n n ntn r m i nr prtrtee&H) trmmrnminn unit allocation according to connection 
information further comprises c onnection size information associated with the connections. 



-5- 

PAGE 7/14 * RCVD AT 211 112008 7:15:02 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/28 * DNISOTOO ' CSIDOT1 3219 • DURATION (mm-ss):02-12 



